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The Migrator User Guide 

BEFORE YOU START! 

Make a backup of you current Community Server Database. If something goes with the migration, or 

ȅƻǳΩǊŜ ƴƻǘ ƘŀǇǇȅ ǿƛǘƘ ǘƘŜ ǊŜǎǳƭǘǎΣ ŦƻǊƳŀǘǘƛƴƎΣ ŜǘŎΦΣ ŦƛȄƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀǎ Ŝŀǎȅ ŀǎ ǊŜǎǘƻǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ ŘŀǘŀōŀǎŜ ŀƴŘ 

ǎǘŀǊǘƛƴƎ ƻǾŜǊΦ LŦ ȅƻǳ ŘƻƴΩǘ ƘŀǾŜ ŀ ōŀŎƪǳǇΣ ŦƛȄƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ Ƴǳch more difficult. 

What is the Migrator? 

The Migrator is an easy to use desktop Wizard application framework intended for migrating from one 

forum system to another. 

The Utility itself is generic and can be used to migrate from any forums system to any other, through the 

use of System Providers, but to this point has only been developed to migrate to Community Server. 

Supported Providers 

Destination Systems: 

Community Server 2.1 running on ASP.NET 2.0 

 Community Server 2007 (only runs on ASP.NET 2.0) 

Source Systems: 

Snitz running on Access 

Snitz running on SQL 

PhpBB 

vBulletin 

ASPPlayground 

Virtual News 

IP.Board 

Yet Another Forum 

System Requirements 
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The system that the Migrator is to be run on must have Microsoft.NET Framework 2.0, and at least 

network access to both the Source System database and the Destination System database. Optimally the 

utility should be run on the same system as the Destination database. 

Additionally, Source Systems that are Running on MySQL require the installation of MySQL Connector 

for .NET (currently compiled to version 5.0.7) available at 

http://dev.mysql.com/downloads/connector/net/5.0.html 

 

Installation 

The Migrator is generally delivered in a Zip file containing all application and configuration files. 

Simply unzip this to the directory of your choosing. 

 

Configuration 

Configuration of the Migrator is unique to each System and is generally delivered pre-configured for the 

most common settings for each individual system. Should you need specialized configuration, contact 

support@4-roads.com. 

Running the Migrator 

From the directory that you extracted the application to, double click on Migrator.exe 

This will start the Migrator Wizard. 
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Select Your System Providers 

If you purchased a single system provider, then that provider will be pre-selected for you. Otherwise 

select the Source system that you will be migrating from, and click Next. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Specify the Connection Strings 

Enter the connection strings to both your source system and you destination system. You can verify each 

ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǊƛƴƎ ōȅ ŎƭƛŎƪƛƴƎ ƻƴ ά¢Ŝǎǘ /ƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴέ ōŜƭƻǿ ŜŀŎƘ connection string. 

hƴŎŜ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǾŜǊƛŦƛŜŘ ǘƘŀǘ ŜŀŎƘ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǊƛƴƎ ƛǎ ǿƻǊƪƛƴƎΣ ŎƭƛŎƪ άbŜȄǘέΦ ¸ƻǳǊ ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘƛƻƴ ǎǘǊƛƴƎǎ ǿƛƭƭ 

ōŜ ǎŀǾŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ Ǉƻƛƴǘ ǘƻ ǘƘŜ ŎƻƴŦƛƎǳǊŀǘƛƻƴ ŦƛƭŜ ŀƴŘ ōŜŎŀǳǎŜ ƻŦ Φb9¢Ωǎ ŀƴƴƻȅƛƴƎ ƛƴŀōƛƭƛǘȅ ǘƻ ǊŜƭƻŀŘ 

configuration files at runtime, the Utility will at this point ask you to restart the application. (This is 

required to allow the CommunityServer objects to read from the configuration file) 

 



 

 

 

Once you have restarted the application, follow the steps back through to where you left off. 

 

Migration Options 

For options that are currently supported by the particular system you are migrating from, all possible 

options will be preselected. You can change these default settings on this screen. 

 


